
Happy New Year Team NBPS! 

I hope everyone enjoyed the holiday break with family and friends and had an oppor-

tunity to rest and recharge for a great New Year.  

As we begin 2022 and the spring semester, we have much to accomplish.  Unfortunately, 

the COVID-19 virus and its variants remains a concern and at the forefront of our work. 

As we navigate this unprecedented third year of COVID, despite the weariness we are all 

experiencing, we should be confident that  we will continue to address these challenges  

with the knowledge gained from what we have learned these last two years along with 

tools and strategies including  proper mask wearing, hand washing, and Test and Stay 

that are constantly improving. 

Based on CDC reports, the positivity rates are expected to continue to rise in the next 

few weeks. Thereafter, the situation will hopefully begin to improve. With ongoing vigi-

lance and presence of mind, we will get through this together while we continue to focus 

on excellent teaching and learning. 

With hope and optimism, the New Year beckons us to achieve our goals by creating an 

environment that fosters intellectual capacity – both physical and academic – one which 

will nurture the social and emotional well-being of all our students. 

We look forward to upgrading technology and providing more professional development 

opportunities in both instructional and leadership areas.  This will enable our NBPS team  

to build upon and expand ways to  help students reach their maximum potential to suc-

ceed and staff to grow more confident and empowered as we support our  students. 

We are living in a time of tremendous challenge, but if we connect with another there 

are no limits to what our students and staff can achieve.  If we continue to work together 

sharing what we know, successes and challenges, and collaborating as a team, NBPS will 

thrive. 

Thank you for your compassion, commitment and dedication to the success of our stu-

dents.  Let us show kindness and compassion toward each other in our efforts to help 

them to continue to be great learners and good people. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Thomas Anderson 
Superintendent 
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“The function 

of education is 

to teach one to 

think intensely 

and to think 

critically. 

Intelligence 

plus character 

— that is the 

goal of true  

education.” 

-  Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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“Ray Jackson, a Special Education Tutor for Grades 3-5 at the Congdon Elementary 

School, has a strong belief that ALL students can achieve at high levels and works 

hard with every student to help them believe in themselves!  In 2019, Mr. Jackson’s 

students with disabilities subgroup scored in the 97th percentile in the state MCAS. 

He is a big part of Congdon Elementary School becoming a National Blue Ribbon 

School.  His biggest claim to fame are his skills at recess, especially his expertise at 

“Doctor Dodgeball.”  Mr. Jackson brings a smile or a laugh to everyone in the 

school community.  Whether he’s working with colleagues, students, families, or 

other staff, Mr. Jackson makes everyone feel happy and supported.” 
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Ray Jackson 
Special Education Tutor 

Congdon Elementary School 

Yolanda Fields 
Cafeteria Worker 

Alfred J. Gomes Elementary School 

 – Justine Santos, Principal, Congdon Elementary School 

 “Yolanda Fields, Cafeteria Worker, has been a staple in the A. J. Gomes Ele-

mentary School cafeteria for years. She manages and oversees all cafeteria 

functions.  Ms. Fields prepares and serves the food.  She makes sure the cafete-

ria is spotless before and after all lunch shifts and prepared for the next day.   

Ms. Fields always has a  smile to share with the children as well as faculty and 

staff.  She also performs her job with grace and professionalism and takes pride 

in her work each and every day.  She is a joy to work with and a tremendous 

asset to the Alfred J. Gomes Elementary School food service team.”  

–  Ellyn Gallant, Principal, A.J. Gomes Elementary School 
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NBPS Food and Nutrition Services 
Awarded “No Kid Hungry” Grant 

In partnership with the Marion Institute, NBPS 
Food and Nutrition Services has been granted 
funds through the No Kid Hungry organization 
for school year 2021—2022! 

Also, community dinners will take place in mid-late spring at the following elementary 

Schools: 

  Jacobs, Hayden McFadden, Brooks, Pulaski 

We plan to use the grant funds to host four community meetings throughout the winter 

and early spring at the following elementary schools: 

  Gomes,  Hayden McFadden, Carney and Pulaski Schools 

The goal for the meetings is to gather feedback from students and their families on recom-

mendations for new, culturally-relevant menu items and community recipes.  Next we will 

host celebratory, outdoor community dinners preparing and serving these recipes for stu-

dents and their families!  Any feedback will be collected and considered before serving the 

recipes district-wide on our regular school lunch menus.  

Robert Shaheen, Director x14257  
rshaheen@newbedfordschools.org   

mailto:rshaheen@newbedfordschools.org
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Use the following link to access the course registration site: 
   https://www.umassd.edu/online/courses/?
keywor=&subject=&courseDepartments=&courseSession=&courseType=Contin+Ed+Non+Credit 

From the PRD 571, 572, or 575 course screen, click on the "+" to view course details 
•         click "add to cart" 
•         click "checkout" 

•         Select Checkout as a Guest student 
•         Enter name and email. 

•         Complete the registration form send to the email provided. 
•         Once the completed form is received, enrollment will be processed. 

 
Questions can be directed to Traci Almeida, talmeida@umassd.edu or 508-999-8098. 

PRD 571 Communications and Literacy Skills MTEL Preparation (test 01) 
   Jan 22nd and 29th 9am-1pm register for section 7202 (class number 13984) 
  March 5th and 12th 9am-1pm register for section 7201 (class number 13580) 
  April 2nd and 9th 9am-1pm register for section 7203 (class number 13985) 
 

PRD 572 Foundations of Reading MTEL Preparation (test 190) 

  March 5th and 12th 9am-1p register for section 7201 (class number 13581) 
 

PRD 575 English as a Second Language (ESL) MTEL Preparation (test 54)  
  Jan 22nd and 29th 9am-1pm register for section 7201 (class number 13986) 

  April 2nd and 9th 9am-1pm register for section 7202 (class number 13987) 

 UMass Dartmouth will be hosting a series of MTEL preparation courses 

online this spring.  Cost:  $200 per course.  NBPS teachers currently enrolled 

in the on-site UMD-NBPS MAT program can take any of these course free 

of charge.  All courses are open to the public .  Participants not currently  

enrolled at UMass Dartmouth may enroll through guest registration.  See 

link below. 

https://www.umassd.edu/online/courses/?keywor=&subject=&courseDepartments=&courseSession=&courseType=Contin+Ed+Non+Credit
https://www.umassd.edu/online/courses/?keywor=&subject=&courseDepartments=&courseSession=&courseType=Contin+Ed+Non+Credit
mailto:talmeida@umassd.edu
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Click control and link below simultaneously to register 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArf-6hqT0uHtNST8vT0rBVg-RNemGxlZZX
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 • NBPS Facebook/Twitter   

• NB Cable Ed Channel 9  

• New Bedford Guide  

• NB Standard-Times  

• TV4 WBZ Boston  

• TV5 WCVB-TV Boston  

• TV6 WLNE Providence  

• TV7 WHDH-TV Boston  

• TV10 WJAR Providence  

• TV12 WPRI Providence   

• TV25 WFXT Boston  

• WBZ 1030AM Boston  

• WRKO-680AM Boston  

• WSAR-1480AM Fall River  

• WBSM-1420AM  

• WFHN FUN107-FM Fairhaven 

Winter Weather Notifications 

Cancellations & Early Dismissals will be 

Posted on www.newbedfordschools.org 

and sent to the following media: 

Winter Weather Notifications 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/news/newsaspx?id=26618
https://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=26618
https://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=26618

